
94 Jan. 21 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

deployed abroad without prior consultation 
with the Department of State and the De-
partment of Defense, and prior notification 
to the Office of the Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs. 

(d) The Office shall encourage the use of 
state-of-the-art media and technology and 
shall advise the United States Government 
of events, technologies, and other commu-
nications tools that may be available for use 
in conveying information. 

Sec. 4. Administration. The Office of Ad-
ministration within the Executive Office of 
the President shall provide the Office with 
administrative and related support, to the ex-
tent permitted by law and subject to the 
availability of appropriations, as directed by 
the Chief of Staff to the President to carry 
out the provisions of this order. 

Sec. 5. Relationship to Other Interagency 
Coordinating Mechanisms. Presidential di-
rection regarding National Security Council-
related mechanisms for coordination of na-
tional security policy shall apply with respect 
to the Office in the same manner as it applies 
with respect to other elements of the White 
House Office. Nothing in this order shall be 
construed to impair or otherwise affect any 
function assigned by law or by the President 
to the National Security Council or to the 
Assistant to the President for National Secu-
rity Affairs. 

Sec. 6. Continuing Authorities. This order 
does not alter the existing authorities of any 
agency. Agencies shall assist the Deputy As-
sistant to the President for Global Commu-
nications, to the extent consistent with appli-
cable law and direction of the President, and 
to the extent such assistance is consistent 
with national security objectives and with the 
mission of such agencies, in carrying out the 
Office’s mission. 

Sec. 7. General Provisions.
(a) This order is not intended to, and does 

not, create any right or benefit, substantive 
or procedural, enforceable at law or equity 
by any party against the United States, its 
agencies, instrumentalities or entities, its offi-
cers or employees, or any other person. 

(b) Nothing in this order shall be con-
strued to grant to the Office any authority 

to issue direction to agencies, officers, or em-
ployees. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
January 21, 2003. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., January 23, 2003] 

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the 
Federal Register on January 24.

Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Reporting on Continued Operations 
of United States Forces in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 
January 21, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
In my report to the Congress of July 22, 

2002, I provided information on the deploy-
ment of combat-equipped U.S. Armed 
Forces to Bosnia and Herzegovina and other 
states in the region in order to participate 
in and support the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization (NATO)-led Stabilization Force 
(SFOR). The SFOR began its mission and 
assumed authority from the NATO-led Im-
plementation Force on December 20, 1996. 
I am providing this supplemental report, pre-
pared by my Administration and consistent 
with the War Powers Resolution (Public Law 
93–148), to help ensure that the Congress 
is kept fully informed on continued U.S. con-
tributions in support of peacekeeping efforts 
in the former Yugoslavia. 

The U.N. Security Council authorized 
Member States to continue SFOR for a pe-
riod of 12 months in U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 1423 of July 12, 2002. The mis-
sion of SFOR is to provide a focused military 
presence in order to deter hostilities, stabilize 
and consolidate the peace in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, contribute to a secure environ-
ment, and provide, within its means and ca-
pabilities, selective support to key areas and 
key civil implementation organizations. 

The U.S. force contribution to SFOR in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina is approximately 
1,800 personnel. United States personnel 
comprise approximately 15 percent of the 
total SFOR force of approximately 12,000 



95Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / Jan. 22

personnel. During the second half of 2002, 
18 NATO nations and 17 others, including 
Russia, provided military personnel or other 
support to SFOR. Most U.S. forces in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina are assigned to Multi-
national Brigade, North, headquartered in 
the city of Tuzla. Additionally, U.S. military 
personnel are deployed to other countries in 
the region in support of SFOR. These de-
ployments include approximately 80 U.S. 
military personnel deployed to Hungary and 
Croatia to provide logistical and other sup-
port. The U.S. forces continue to support 
SFOR efforts to apprehend persons indicted 
for war crimes and to conduct counter-ter-
rorism operations. In the last 6 months, U.S. 
forces have not sustained any combat-related 
fatalities. 

I have directed the participation of U.S. 
Armed Forces in these operations pursuant 
to my constitutional authority to conduct 
U.S. foreign relations and as Commander in 
Chief and Chief Executive. 

I am providing this report as part of my 
efforts to keep the Congress fully informed 
about developments in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and other states in the region. 
I will continue to consult closely with the 
Congress regarding our efforts to foster 
peace and stability in the former Yugoslavia. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Ted Stevens, President pro tempore of the 
Senate. This letter was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on January 22.

Telephone Remarks to the March for 
Life 
January 22, 2003

The President. Well, thank you very 
much, Nellie. I want to thank you very much 
for including me in the celebration of life. 
I want to thank the good folks there on the 
Mall today. I’m calling you from St. Louis, 
Missouri. I know there are some from Mis-
souri there, and like many others, you’ve 
made great sacrifices to come to Washington 
today. A lot of you have ridden buses all night 
long, and I know you’re braving the cold. And 

I admire your perseverance, and I admire 
your devotion to the cause of life. 

You all are gathered today on the National 
Mall, which is not far from the monument 
to Thomas Jefferson who, as you all know, 
is the author of our Declaration of Independ-
ence. And the March for Life upholds the 
self-evident truth of that Declaration, that all 
are created equal, given the unalienable 
rights of life and liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness. And that principle of America 
needs defenders in every place and every 
generation. 

In our time, respect for the right to life 
calls us to defend the sick and the dying, per-
sons with disabilities and birth defects, and 
all who are weak and vulnerable. And this 
self-evident truth calls us to value and to pro-
tect the lives of innocent children waiting to 
be born. 

You and I share a commitment to building 
a culture of life in America, and we’re making 
progress. As the President, I have signed the 
Born-Alive Infants Protection Act, opposed 
the destruction of embryos for stem cell re-
search, and refused to spend taxpayer money 
on international programs that promote abor-
tion overseas. 

Ms. Gray. Thank you. 
The President. My administration is chal-

lenging the Oregon law that permits physi-
cian-assisted suicide. 

Ms. Gray. Thank you. 
The President. We support abstinence 

education and crisis pregnancy programs and 
parental notification laws. We offer compas-
sionate alternatives to abortion by promoting 
adoption and extending State health care 
coverage for unborn children. 

My hope is that the United States Con-
gress will pass a bill this year banning partial-
birth abortion, which I will sign. Partial-birth 
abortion is an abhorrent procedure that of-
fends human dignity. I also urge the Con-
gress to ban all human cloning. We must not 
create life to destroy life. Human beings are 
not research material to be used in a cruel 
and reckless experiment. 

For 30 years, the March for Life has been 
sustained by constant prayer and abiding 
hope that one day, every child will be born 
into a family that loves that child and a nation 
that protects that child. And when that day 


